
THE TRIUMPH OF MERCY
By Don Rum ble

—In tro duc tion—

God in tends to fill the whole earth with His glory. Since the zeal and
strength of man are sim ply not ad e quate for the task, re sources for this
mag nif i cent mis sion are ex tended to us in the grace and power of God. Of
course, we are not wor thy in our selves to be used by Him so we stand in
des per ate need of His mercy. 

To be gin our study, we will see that God’s plan is to im part to us His
heart. We must come to know Him. In deed, this is eter nal life (Jn. 17:3).
What do we pos si bly have to of fer a world that is lost and dy ing? The an -
swer is that we have the liv ing God in our hearts. He is the so lu tion for what 
ails man kind. So He co mes to re veal to us His joy which is our strength.
Along with that, He also man i fests to us His heart felt grief over fallen and
hurt ing men and women. Paul was one who walked in this di vine ten sion of 
God’s grief and joy – and he was used to change the world of his day. 

Have you ever had friends or loved ones re ject the Lord and walk
away from His prom ises for them? Paul ex pe ri enced this in his re la tion ship 



with the na tion of Is rael. Yet he still could de clare God’s sov er eignty and
faith ful ness even though so many of his own kins men were mis in ter pret ing 
God’s purpose. 

The chal lenge we face to day is to be lieve the Lord will ful fill all He
has spo ken. In the end, his tory will de clare that He was found trust wor thy.
If we fail to trust Him as we ought, we will make the same mis take that
Abra ham did. He as sumed that Ishmael (the re sult of his own ef forts) was
the ful fill ment of God’s promise.

1
—In The Full ness of Time—

—Joy and Grief—

I tell the truth in Christ, I am not ly ing, my con science also bear ing
me wit ness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sor row and con tin -
ual grief in my heart. For I could wish that I my self were ac cursed
from Christ for my breth ren, my kins men ac cord ing to the flesh, who 
are Is ra el ites, to whom per tain the adop tion, the glory, the cov e -
nants, the giv ing of the law, the ser vice of God, and the prom ises; of
whom are the fa thers and from whom, ac cord ing to the flesh, Christ
came, who is over all, the eter nally blessed God. Amen. (Rm. 9:1 - 5)

How is it that Paul could tell the Ro man be liev ers of his con tin ual
heart felt sor row over Is rael while in an other let ter he ad mon ished read ers
to al ways re joice in the Lord (Phil. 4:4)?

Is it pos si ble to have both con stant an guish and on go ing joy? Some -
how God seems to man age it. He si mul ta neously man i fests His joy in many 
of His peo ple while re veal ing His grief in oth ers. It is amaz ing that He can
do so and not get con fused! He min is ters en cour age ment to count less num -
bers of His chil dren while at the same time bring ing dis ci pline to many oth -
ers. What an awesome God we serve!

Con sider the joy of the Lord. Ob vi ously, God is not de pressed; His
heart is filled with ela tion. When He came into our lives, He brought with
Him His abid ing joy. As a re sult, we have in our hearts the de light of His
dy namic and en dur ing pres ence when ever we en coun ter the tri als of life.
No mat ter what our cir cum stances are, the joy of the Lord within us is our
strength to walk vic to ri ously with Him. 

How ever, at the same time, He will look upon the re bel lion and
hard heart ed ness of many in the world and ex pe ri ence great grief in His
heart. Then He will al low us to share a mea sure of the pain He is ex pe ri enc -
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ing so that we may learn to pray for oth ers with His com pas sion. It is a great 
priv i lege when He al lows us to par tic i pate with Him in His heart for the
lost.

—Paul’s Love for Is rael—

Paul love for his na tion was not sim ply an ex pres sion of a pa tri otic
na tion al ism. The apos tle bore in some mea sure, God’s heart for Is rael.
When ever he con sid ered the Jew ish peo ple and their re jec tion of their
Mes siah, he ex pe ri enced on go ing grief. Yet his in struc tion to those he
loved was to rejoice always!

Some how Paul con sis tently ex pe ri enced the op po site emo tional
poles of joy and grief, and walked in the dy namic ten sion of both. And he
did so with out be com ing emo tion ally un bal anced. Only God could have
en abled him to carry and con vey such ex trem ity of pas sion. And if we are
to re veal the heart of God to those around us, we too must come to such a
place. Is such an at tain ment pos si ble? Of course, our first re sponse is, “no”. 
We will never achieve the ca pac ity to re veal the Lord to oth ers. How ever,
our hope is not in hu man strength to con form our selves to His like ness, but
in His skill to fash ion us according to His own image. 

Clearly, the Lord is greater than our abil ity to com pre hend, de fine
and ex press. Only He can de velop in us the ca pa bil ity to com mu ni cate His
heart to oth ers. The tran si tion into His like ness can be pain ful; we must
trust Him in the pro cess. He is the Pot ter; we are clay in His hands. 

—They Are Not All Is rael—

To Is rael be longed the Law, the proph ets, the prom ises, the tem ple
and all the as so ci ated cer e mo nial wor ship. Yet when the Mes siah came, the 
na tion as a whole re jected Him. What about God’s prom ises to them na -
tion ally? Would His word now fail?

But it is not that the word of God has taken no ef fect. For they are
not all Is rael who are of Is rael. (Rm. 9:6)

What did Paul mean that they were not all Is rael who were of Is rael?
Would God now sim ply cast the na tion of Is rael aside? He had made many
won der ful prom ises to His Old Tes ta ment peo ple. For example:

And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail... (Deut. 28:13)

Many peo ple shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the
moun tain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Ja cob; he will teach 
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us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Je ru sa lem. (Is. 2:3) 

God had prom ised an Anointed One who would lead His peo ple into 
great ness and the ful fill ment of all His prom ises. Yet when Mes siah came,
they re jected and cru ci fied Him. 

—But Many Fol lowed Him—

But many fol lowed Him. Death could not hold Je sus in its grip. He
arose and as cended back to the Fa ther and be gan pour ing out His Spirit
upon all who be lieved in Him. Thou sands of Jews were filled with God’s
pres ence within a mat ter of days, and soon even many Gen tiles be gan to
turn from their sins and come into re la tion ship with the risen Christ. 

While all this was hap pen ing, Is rael for the most part stood in bra zen 
op po si tion. Their stance brought grief to Paul’s heart. 

We tend to equate God’s peo ple in the Old Tes ta ment with the na tion 
of Is rael. How ever, that is not to tally ac cu rate. In the midst of the cov e nant
na tion, there were pros ti tutes, thieves, Baal wor ship ers, those who of fered
their chil dren in fire to pa gan de i ties, etc. There were also peo ple like Dan -
iel, Ezekiel, Da vid, Isa iah, Mir iam and Deborah. God has al ways had faith -
ful cov e nant peo ple who loved Him and walked with Him. These were the
true peo ple of faith, the children of Abraham. 

While all in the na tion had the op por tu nity to walk faith fully with
the Lord, many chose not to do so. Is rael’s his tory re veals that this was true
from her be gin ning. So that while all bore the name Is rael in out ward dis -
tinc tive ness, not all chose to walk in the covenantal re la tion ship with God
that was the ba sis of the na tion’s iden tity. The na tion was founded on re la -
tion ship (God’s call to Abra ham); her ful fill ment will only be re al ized
through an in ti mate com mu nion with the liv ing God as well.

It was no dif fer ent dur ing Je sus’ earthly min is try. Many re sponded
to Him while many oth ers (e.g., many of the na tion’s spir i tual lead ers) did
not. Nev er the less, God’s pur pose was es tab lished on the earth, and His
Word to Is rael did not fail. Yet many peo ple born in the cov e nant na tion
missed what was hap pen ing even though it oc curred right before their eyes.

—In Isaac—

...nor are they all chil dren be cause they are the seed of Abra ham;
but, “In Isaac your seed shall be called.” (Rm. 9:7)
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God’s prom ise to bless the na tions was made to Abra ham and to his
seed. Paul made it clear that al though Ishmael was Abra ham’s de scen dant,
God’s cov e nant pur pose would not be ful filled through him, but through
Isaac. The hope for the fu ture rested in the child of promise. 

What does Ishmael sig nify for us in the Spirit? God had prom ised
Abra ham that he would be the fa ther of a mul ti tude. But when he con sid -
ered his age and that of his wife, such in crease seemed im pos si ble. As
much as they wanted to have a child, Sa rah just could not con ceive. Then
she had a “good idea”; maybe God meant for Abra ham and their ser vant
girl Hagar to be come in ti mately in volved. The re sult of this un ion was
Ishmael. In look ing at his son, Abra ham thought he was look ing at the ful -
fill ment of God’s prom ise. How many years did these godly peo ple mis in -
ter pret Ishmael’s sig nif i cance? Some times it takes years to dis cover that
what we are in volved in is not in fact God’s first choice for us. Spir i tu ally
speak ing, Ishmael is a type of men ini ti at ing what God said He would do. 

—God’s Friend—

It is im por tant to un der stand that Abra ham was not a false prophet;
he was God’s friend. He walked in in ti mate re la tion ship with the Lord, ac -
cu rately heard His voice and had keen in sight into His pur pose. He was so
close to the Lord that God de cided He would not de stroy the evil cit ies of
Sodom and Go mor rah with out first dis cuss ing His plans with His friend. 

The prob lem was not whether Abra ham knew the Lord. The is sue
was that he did not wait for God to do what He had prom ised. Sim i larly,
one of our most dif fi cult tests is whether we will pa tiently wait for the Lord
to ful fill His prom ises to us. While we long to see God’s will suc cess fully
ac com plished, what part are we to play in the pro cess? This ques tion has
been asked be fore.

Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the
works of God?” Je sus an swered and said to them, “This is the work
of God, that you be lieve in Him whom He sent.” (Jn. 6:28, 29) 

We must be lieve in the Lord, that He is liv ing, ac tive and will ac -
com plish His ob jec tives. Only then can we move “in sync” with Him in -
stead of work ing for Him in our own strength and tim ing. 

As we sur ren der what we want to see hap pen and co op er ate with
Him in His work, we will then mar vel as He brings His word to pass. It
takes faith to wait for God; His tim ing al ways dif fers from our own. 
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—Don’t Try to Hurry Him Up—

Some times it is nec es sary to speak to oth ers in the church of their
need to change. How ever, if our coun sel co mes from doubt that God is al -
ready at work in them, we will med dle in their lives rather than min is ter to
them. How fool ish to ad mon ish oth ers if the Lord is not al ready do ing so.
What would be the point? But if we see His in volve ment with them, then
we can move in har mony with Him and con firm what God is al ready say -
ing in their hearts. This ex presses the King dom of God. Per sonal min is try
is to em a nate from His au thor ity, re veal His life and cul mi nate in His glory.
The rest is but re li gious ex er cise, a counterfeit of God’s Kingdom. 

The Lord’s prom ise to Abra ham would be ful filled, not in Ishmael,
but in Isaac; his de scen dants would be es tab lished through the son of prom -
ise. 

That is, those who are the chil dren of the flesh, these are not the chil -
dren of God; but the chil dren of the prom ise are counted as the seed. 
(Rm. 9:8)

The seed of Abra ham would bring forth both the na tion of Is rael as
well as her Mes siah. From Him would then come bless ing to all the na tions
of the earth. The con se crated lin eage that God was bring ing forth would
come through Isaac, not Ishmael. The amount of time from Abra ham to the
birth of Christ cov ered many cen tu ries. God sim ply was not in a rush to es -
tab lish His pur pose. Have you ever tried to hurry Him up? Haven’t we all?

—See ing Our Own Need—

For this is the word of prom ise: “At this time I will come and Sa rah
shall have a son.” (Rm. 9:9)

The prom ise was to Abram and Sa rah, not Hagar. How ever, to the
nat u ral mind, ful fill ment was im pos si ble.

God’s King dom is not dem on strated through what man can do for
Him; it is re vealed when we come to the end of our plans and strat e gies,
and the Lord does in and through us what we are in ca pa ble of. It is not that
we do noth ing and sit back wait ing for God to do ev ery thing. But as we
walk in His daily will for our lives, we ex pec tantly look for Him to arise in
us with greater glory than we have yet seen. In fact, we sim ply must have
more of the glory of God in our midst be cause of His great pur pose (to fill
the whole earth with His glory) and the mag ni tude of man’s need (both of
the saved and of the un saved). When both the great ness of God’s call and
the depth of our need dawns on us, des per a tion will mo ti vate us to a new in -
ten sity of prayer. The Lord Him self will au thor such in ter ces sion. Only He
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can open our eyes to see as He sees, the pres ent con di tion of the na tions and 
of His church. I be lieve that such prayer will then birth a man i fes ta tion of
God’s kingdom that will shake the nations. 

The key to see ing re vival birthed is not to in sti tute fast ing or prayer
as some sort of spir i tual tech nique. Rather, we must cry out for His pres -
ence be cause we know we are ab so lutely un done apart from Him. The
foun da tion of spir i tual re vival is that God would re veal to us our emp ti ness
and His suf fi ciency. To day, He is aris ing in our midst with this mes sage; we 
must pay close attention. 

Only when it was first ab so lutely clear that Abra ham and Sa rah
could not have chil dren did God in ter vene so that Isaac was born. This in ci -
dent re veals how He of ten works in our lives. He has made prom ises con -
cern ing our na tion, our re gion, our per sonal lives, etc. We must be lieve in
Him, even in the light of seem ingly un an swered prayer. The pro cess of re -
al iz ing the ful fill ment of His prom ises will in volve a mea sure of prun ing,
strip ping and plow ing as He brings us through a place of desperation.

We must un der stand both the depth of our need and the suf fi ciency
of God’s grace. Such in sight will birth in us a deeper de sire for Him to gra -
ciously change us and then use us to ex tend His king dom in the world.
When He chooses some one for a par tic u lar task, it is not be cause that per -
son is more de serv ing than oth ers – God is no re specter of persons. 

Still, He does make stra te gic choices. In chap ter two we will con -
sider when He chose Ja cob over Esau. This de ci sion was not a mat ter of
which one would ul ti mately go to heaven; it was about which one would be 
stra te gi cally in volved in God’s ul ti mate rev e la tion of Is rael’s Mes siah on
earth. 

He has cho sen each of us for a spe cific task. Mercy is at the root of
His call and grace is the chan nel through which His power will be re vealed
to the na tions. How we re spond to Him will in di cate whether we are wise or 
fool ish, prof it able or fruit less.

2
—Ja cob I Have Loved—

—All The Earth Shall Be Filled—

When Rebecca also had con ceived by one man, even by our fa ther
Isaac (for the chil dren not yet be ing born, nor hav ing done any good 
or evil, that the pur pose of God ac cord ing to elec tion might stand,
not of works but of Him who calls), it was said to her, “The older
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shall serve the youn ger.” As it is writ ten, “Ja cob I have loved, but
Esau I have hated.” (Rm. 9:10 - 13)

Some be liev ers strug gle with the thought that God loved Ja cob and
hated Esau. The ba sic prob lem is that they have read more into the text than 
what is there. Many as sume that Paul is re fer ring to the eter nal des ti nies of
these two men. How ever, the verse con tains no ref er ence what ever to
heaven or hell. The sub ject at hand is God’s pur pose on the earth. 

The sub jects of heaven and hell are in deed key truths in the gos pel.
Heaven will be a won der ful place be cause in His pres ence is full ness of joy. 
There we will be hold Him un hin dered by the weak ness of our flesh. On the
other hand, hell will be as hor rific as heaven is glo ri ous. How ever, as im -
por tant as these truths are, heaven and hell are sim ply not the Bi ble’s pri -
mary fo cus for the be liever. Ob vi ously, when we con sider the lost, our
ma jor con cern must be their eter nal des tiny. But the more we as be liev ers
study the Scrip tures, the more we find their em pha sis is not heaven or hell.
Rather, the Bi ble fo cuses on what is com ing out of heaven into the earth. 

but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the
Lord. (Num. 14:21)

For the earth will be filled with the knowl edge of the glory of the
Lord, as the wa ters cover the sea. (Hab. 2:14)

What is the dif fer ence be tween these two verses? Habakkuk informs 
us that peo ple will not only see the glory, they will clearly rec og nize it as
the glory. Such per cep tion will fill the earth!

In the New Tes ta ment Je sus told us to pray this way: 

Our Fa ther in heaven, hal lowed be Your name. Your king dom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Mt. 6:9, 10)

—The City From Heaven—

Our cry is for His will to be done as thor oughly upon the earth as it is
in heaven. When the apos tles be gan to write to the fledg ling New Tes ta -
ment churches, their let ters ap pealed for the “flesh ing out” of God’s will
both in their midst as well as in their in ter ac tion with the lost. Then at the
end of the New Tes ta ment, the book of Rev e la tion con cludes with a city
com ing from heaven into the earth. Many have said that the city por trays
heaven. They re fer to John’s see ing streets of gold and pearly gates and
con clude that it must be heaven. But it is not. 

Then one of the seven an gels who had the seven bowls filled with the
seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, say ing, “Come, I
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will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife.” And he car ried me away
in the Spirit to a great and high moun tain, and showed me the great
city, the holy Je ru sa lem, de scend ing out of heaven from God.
(Rev. 21:9, 10)

John turned to see the bride, and he saw a city com ing upon the earth
from heaven. 

So where ex actly are we from? Je sus said we must be born again in
or der to see His king dom (Jn. 3:3). But the word “again” (Grk.
ANOTHEN) is of ten trans lated “from above” [See Jn. 3:31, 19:11; Jas.
1:17, 3:15, 3:17]. What does it mean to be born from above? It means our
or i gin is not earthly. Je sus said of His dis ci ples, that they were

...not of the world, just as I am not of the world. (Jn. 17:16)

We think, “Lord, I know that You are not of this world. You came
from heaven.” Then He sim ply smiles at us and says, “But now God is your
Fa ther too.” Think of it. God is our Dad! We have been birthed from
heaven. For the last two thou sand years, a bridal peo ple have been emerg -
ing from heaven. This com pany is also pic tured for us as a city, as well as a
flock, a fam ily, a house...

This heav enly com mu nity is God’s grad ual ful fill ment on earth of
His prom ise that He would some day fill this planet with His glory as the
wa ters cover the sea. 

—Mak ing Choices With out Par tial ity—

Romans 9 is not pri mar ily deal ing with heaven and hell, but with
God es tab lish ing His pur pose on the earth. Be fore Ja cob or Esau did any -
thing good or bad, God said that the older would serve the youn ger.
Clearly, God made a choice. While it is true that He shows no par tial ity
(Rm. 2:11), it is equally true that He chooses spe cific peo ple for spe cific
tasks. His ha tred for Esau and love for Ja cob had spe cif i cally to do with
which one would serve the other. If Paul was re fer ring to Ja cob and Esau’s
eter nal des ti nies, he would have to be say ing that Esau would both serve
Ja cob on earth while they lived and from hell af ter they died. Ob vi ously,
such was not the case. Clearly, the older would serve the youn ger dur ing
their lives on earth. 

Yet He says, “Ja cob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.” What did
He mean? The word “hated” is also found in Luke 14:26.

If any one co mes to Me and does not hate his fa ther and mother, wife
and chil dren, broth ers and sis ters, yes, and his own life also, he can -
not be My dis ci ple.
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Mat thew gives fur ther clar ity. 

He who loves fa ther or mother more than Me is not wor thy of Me.
And he who loves son or daugh ter more than Me is not wor thy of
Me. (Mt. 10:37)

If we would be His dis ci ples, Je sus says that we must love Him more 
than we love any thing else. We must not be re strained in our com mit ment
to Him. He wants all of us, our whole heart – even that which is most pre -
cious to us – our fam i lies. This is what it means to have a sin gle eye. We
turn from ev ery thing and con se crate the whole of our be ing unto Him. 

But what does this say about God? He had a sin gle eye for Ja cob and
the ge ne a log i cal line through which He would bring forth His cho sen Mes -
siah. While there were many other na tions and peo ple upon the earth, He
would not be dis tracted. He had a “sin gle eye”. While He knew ev ery body
who had ever lived, ev ery hair on ev ery head and ev ery bird that had ever
fallen from a tree, yet He would not be side tracked from His pur pose. He
was to tally fo cused as He in ter acted with His servant Jacob. 

We see this same in tent in Je sus’ high priestly prayer. 

I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me,
for they are Yours. ...I do not pray for these alone, but also for those
who will be lieve in Me through their word; that they all may be one,
as You, Fa ther, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in
Us, that the world may be lieve that You sent Me. (Jn. 17:9, 20, 21)

Je sus’ prayer re flects a spe cific fo cus within God’s pur pose. While
He loved the whole world (Jn. 3:16), He fo cused spe cif i cally on those
given to Him by the Fa ther. What God did in them would then be in stru -
men tal in reach ing the world. If we are to be in volved in His agenda for the
na tions we must do as He did. We must turn away from all that cries for our
un di vided at ten tion and wholly give our selves to Him – to His pur pose and
His pres ence. “Ja cob I loved. Esau I hated.” Such a state ment re veals fo cus
and pur pose that will never be sidetracked.

To day, when Mus lims and Jews in the Mid dle East turn to the Lord,
their fam i lies do ev ery thing they can to hin der them. As these new be liev -
ers per sist in plac ing their love and loy alty to the Lord above that for their
rel a tives, those in their so ci ety per ceive them as hat ing their fam i lies.
While in some re spects their choice may seem like a lack of love, the truth
is that God’s sal va tion has now come near. In fact, the new found faith of
these es tranged dis ci ples is the one hope for these lost loved ones to find
eter nal life. The love of God can now be re vealed through these be liev ers
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to their lost fam i lies. It is at times like this that we are im pressed with the
great cost of embracing God’s Kingdom. 

—Show Me Your Glory—

What shall we say then? Is there un righ teous ness with God? Cer -
tainly not! For He says to Mo ses, “I will have mercy on whom ever I
will have mercy, and I will have com pas sion on whom ever I will
have com pas sion.” (Rm. 9:14, 15)

Please note that the above scrip ture does not say, “And I will have
wrath on who ever I choose to have wrath”. Rather, “I will have mercy on
whom ever I will have mercy”. Paul was quot ing from a con ver sa tion be -
tween the Lord and Mo ses (Ex. 33:19). Mo ses would reg u larly set up a
“tent of meet ing” in or der to meet with God. The Lord would come down
to the door way of this lit tle tent in a pil lar of cloud and Mo ses would speak
with Him as a man talks with his friend. While such an ex pe ri ence might
seem to be the ul ti mate en coun ter one could have with God, Moses wanted
more. 

And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.” (Ex. 33:18)

Per son ally, I think I might have set tled for a cloud ap pear ing in my
prayer closet! But there is in deed more! Mo ses ex pe ri enced God’s pres -
ence, but he wanted to see His glory. The glory and the pres ence of God are
not iden ti cal. The Lord said, 

“I will make all My good ness pass be fore you, and I will pro claim
the name of the Lord be fore you. I will be gra cious to whom I will be
gra cious, and I will have com pas sion on whom I will have com pas -
sion.” (Ex.33:19)

God’s glory has to do with the rev e la tion of His good ness in the dis -
play of His mercy as He makes known His won der ful Name. The na ture,
char ac ter and heart of God is re vealed as He dem on strates His glory. That
is why Je sus of Naz a reth is the clear est ex pres sion of the glory of God ever
man i fest upon the earth. God’s eter nal na ture and ho li ness was re vealed
2000 years ago in the man Christ Je sus. Sim ply stated, this One was the
Lord of eter nity put into hu man terms. 

In chap ter 3 we will con sider the glory and power of God. His glory
trans forms His peo ple from the in side out. His power con fronts who ever
and what ever stands in His way as He makes His name known among men
and na tions. In Mo ses’ day Pharoah tried to stand up against the God of Is -
rael. He soon dis cov ered just how fool ish it was to resist Him.
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3
—See ing His Glory And Power

—My Own Ex pe ri ence—

The word “glory” co mes from a root word mean ing “heavy”, or
“weight”. There have been times in prayer when my ex pe ri ence of the
Lord’s pres ence seemed like a phys i cal weight. It was nei ther op pres sive
nor con demn ing. In fact, I knew that He was re veal ing Him self to me in a
special way. 

I re mem ber the first time I at tended meet ings in what has be come
known as “the To ronto bless ing”. I im me di ately ex pe ri enced the sen sa tion
of the weight of God’s glory in the room. I felt phys i cally weak; the whole
en vi ron ment was per me ated with the weight of God. It was as if the en tire
con gre ga tion could have just as eas ily lay down on the floor be fore the
Lord as con tinue with their meet ing. In fact, I was not sure why they did not 
do so. How ever, they be gan to sing cho ruses and to cel e brate be fore the
Lord. Then some one brought a short Bi ble teach ing. Af ter this, they
cleared the chairs to the sides of the room and be gan pray ing for peo ple. I
thought to my self, “So what should I do? I know, I’ll catch peo ple who fall
down.” Af ter a short time of catch ing fall ing bod ies, some one asked me if I
would like to be prayed for. When I re ceived prayer (and this is just my
own per sonal tes ti mony, not an in di ca tion of what oth ers did or should
have ex pe ri enced), I per ceived no dif fer ence in my ex pe ri ence of the Lord
from when I ini tially en tered the room. I thought to my self even for the rest
of that week, “what is the point of all this?” A few months later I re turned to 
at tend more meet ings with a few friends of mine. One of them ex pe ri enced
great joy and laugh ter and said she felt as though she had been born again
all over again. She found a re newed depth of joy and in ti macy in her re la -
tion ship with the Lord. While I was blessed for her, I still was not sure what 
God’s pur pose was for those meet ings. It ac tu ally took me about six
months to catch a glimpse (at least for my life) of what He was doing. 

What hap pened was this. I be gan to come across an in creas ing num -
ber of peo ple who had been touched by God’s glory. They had dis cov ered a 
new di men sion of in ter ac tion with Him as they stood in His pres ence. What 
they ex pe ri enced was a phys i cal weight of His glory and they of ten could
not stay on their feet. Many were af fected with dif fer ent phys i cal man i fes -
ta tions. Some laughed with joy while oth ers wept ear nestly. Some cried
aloud as they had open vi sions that brought con vic tion of sin. Oth ers were
lit er ally healed of de pres sion and re ceived new found faith to run the race
even more dil i gently than when they were first saved. 
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Con sis tently, what I found was that af ter their en coun ter (for some
peo ple it was the very first day, for oth ers it was months later), these be liev -
ers be gan to talk about di men sions of God’s good ness they had never seen
be fore. Some spoke about ex pe ri enc ing for the first time a heart of love for
the na tion of Ko rea. For oth ers, it was a love for Is rael. Some found a
strong de sire to give them selves to in ter ces sory prayer. Again and again, I
found peo ple talk ing about a new love for God’s peo ple, for the lost, for the 
Scrip tures, for new con sis tency in their prayer lives, etc. 

—Re veal ing His Good ness—

It seemed as though God had pro claimed his good ness and made it
pass be fore these pre cious be liev ers as they were in His pres ence. Then
when they got up off the floor, they be gan talk ing about some fresh newly
re ceived in sight into His heart. One friend of mine who had suf fered much
re jec tion in his child hood ac tu ally felt the Lord put His arms around him.
As he stood there in the em brace of God, he fully ex pected to see Je sus
when he opened his eyes. How ever, when he looked, he saw no body there
but the brother pray ing for him. It so stunned him that he fell back wards
onto the floor. When he got up, he im me di ately be gan to speak about God’s 
per sonal love for him in a way he had never seen before. 

God’s glory is re vealed when He passes by and un folds some as pect
of His good ness. Since we could not han dle the full rev e la tion of His na -
ture, He gives a glimpse of one as pect of His heart to one in di vid ual while
to an other He al lows an in sight from a to tally dif fer ent per spec tive. As we
all then be gin to share our in sights with each other (the Bi ble calls this
body min is try), fac ets of God’s na ture that we had not un der stood be fore
start coming into greater clarity. 

The word “the ol ogy” means the study of God. Most peo ple think it
re fers to the study of books about God. Cer tainly, read ing godly writ ings
can be one part of theo log i cal study. How ever, ex pe ri en tial in ti macy with
the Lord must be the key in gre di ent in our pur suit of know ing Him. How
we need to spend time with Him, yield ing to Him as He opens His heart to
us. 

As Mo ses stood be fore the cloud in the tent of meet ing, he asked,
“Lord, may I see your glory?” God’s re sponse was sig nif i cant. “I will have
mercy on whom I will have mercy. And I will have com pas sion on whom I
will have com pas sion.” If in re cent months, you have gained fur ther in sight 
into God’s heart, all you can say is, “God had mercy on whom He chose to
have mercy”. Some times I en coun ter be liev ers who have en tered a new di -
men sion of in ter ces sion or a new com mit ment to evan ge lism. I have seen
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some then ex press a wrong at ti tude to ward oth ers who are not re spond ing
like they are. “How come you’re not pray ing (wor ship ing, wit ness ing, etc.) 
like we are?” My re sponse is this: “You’ve missed the point! God had
mercy on you! You don’t see some thing of His heart be cause of great spir i -
tual stat ure. It is His mercy! That’s all you can boast in.” The more we see
God the more humble we will become. 

Paul’s theme in Romans 9 is not about who will go to heaven or hell.
God’s eter nal wrath is not the sub ject at hand. It is about the God who
came, had mercy, in ter acted with men and gave them in sight into His heart.

—It Is Not Of Him Who Wills Or Runs—

So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God
who shows mercy. (Rm.9:16)

The above verse re veals the heart of the mat ter. Some one thinks,
“I’m go ing to be a prophet to the na tions. I have de cided what my min is try
will be. I will fast and pray un til I be come an in ter na tion ally rec og nized
prophet. I will proph esy words that will change the course of his tory and
na tions.” So he fasts and prays ex ten sively and all he gets is frus trated and
skinny. Why? Ap pre hend ing God and His pur pose for our lives is not a
mat ter of sim ply de cid ing what we want to do for God and then run ning af -
ter it. How could God’s King dom be truly His if it was based on our
sovereignty?

Have you come some dis tance in God? Have you gained some in -
sight into His heart? He has had mercy on you. 

Our heart cry is for re vival. How ever, there is a ten dency to think
that if we fast and pray, God will be re quired to send it. But the King dom of
God is not about what we can make hap pen. It is about God’s mercy. The
truth is, we ur gently need Him to show us the des per ate con di tion of our
hearts, our na tion, the Church, etc. And we need Him to arise in our lives
and re veal to us His awe some glory. At the same time, we need to see how
small, petty, self ish and spir i tu ally cold we are. Out of such a grow ing
aware ness will arise from our hearts a cry for Him to come in mercy and
change us. Such is the be gin nings of revival. 

This pro cess is al ready start ing to hap pen across the church in
Amer ica. But we must re mem ber that we can not make Him hurry His
work. He has more zeal for His house than we can imag ine. As a re sult, He
is aris ing in a new wave of out poured mercy. Be thank ful, and be as sured of 
this. What is com ing will for ever change the status quo!
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—That He Might Re veal His Power—

For the Scrip ture says to Pha raoh, “Even for this same pur pose I
have raised you up, that I might show My power in you, and that My
name might be de clared in all the earth.” (Rm. 9:17)

God wanted His name pro claimed in all the earth. Romans Chap ter 9 
is not pri mar ily about eter nal des ti nies; it is about God’s pur pose on the
earth. 

While Pha raoh prob a bly did not fully un der stand it, God had raised
him up so His power could be re vealed. If you are in ter ested in see ing what
the Lord’s power looks like, con sider Pha raoh. God sent upon the Egyp -
tians hail, plagues, gnats and frogs. He turned their wa ter into blood. He
sent the death an gel among them and then He wrecked their whole army in
the Red Sea. 

God not only wanted to un veil His power, He wanted His name de -
clared in all the earth. Need less to say, word of what He did to Pha raoh was
quickly spread abroad. The kings in the Mid dle East were sud denly very
afraid. Balak, king of Moab tried to hire Balaam to curse the Is ra el ites. The
Gibeonites dis guised them selves and made a pact with Joshua so that he
would later be pre vented from de stroy ing them. In deed, the fear of Is rael’s
God spread very quickly. Even to day, God’s name is pro claimed in all the
earth, be cause of what He did to Pharaoh. 

God knows how to “make an im pres sion” when He wants to – He
can be quite dra matic! Most times though, He is very sub tle and many do
not even rec og nize what He is do ing. But ev ery once in a while, ac cord ing
to His own sov er eign pur pose, He will arise in great power and the earth
will ex pe ri ence events like the Welsh re vival, the great ref or ma tion or the
great awak en ings. While we would like Him to ex press Him self in ex traor -
di nary dem on stra tions of power all the time, He has chosen not to do so.

Much has been made of the fact that God hard ened Pha raoh’s heart.
What the Scrip ture in Ex o dus 7 and 8 ac tu ally teaches is that Pha raoh hard -
ened his own heart. Then in Ex o dus 9 and 10, God re sponded and hard ened 
his heart. Here is a ques tion. Do you think Mo ses ever hard ened his heart?
Have you ever hard ened yours? What hap pened? Did He not con tinue to
have mercy on you? 

In the next chap ter, we will look at how the Lord will even re veal His 
mercy in the lives of those who harden their hearts. His mercy can tri umph
over judg ment even in such cases. What He wants to do is to raise up ves -
sels of mercy upon whom He will man i fest His glory. 
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4
—Ves sels Of Mercy—

—A Per sonal Tes ti mony—

I was born into a Chris tian home and born again at the age of 4. For
as far back as I can re mem ber, God was in my life. I re mem ber the pres ence 
of the Lord with me as a lit tle child. I also re mem ber the con vic tion of the
Holy Spirit when I would not share my toys with my friends. God would
deal with my heart over such is sues and was very real to me. When I spent
too much time with some ac tiv ity and ne glected Him, He would draw me
back to Him self. Over the years, I would oc ca sion ally drift from Him and
then re turn. But there came a time in high school when I said, “You know,
I’m go ing to check out the world. There is too much that I’m miss ing. I
want what’s out there”. So I turned and I began to walk away. 

When God be gan to woo me and draw me back to Him self, I hard -
ened my heart and said, “No”. When I made this choice, I be gan to run even 
harder in the wrong di rec tion. The Lord kept draw ing me back, but there fi -
nally came a point when He said, “Okay, go ahead”. 

When God gives peo ple over to do what is im proper, that is not the
same as giv ing up on them. We prob a bly all know peo ple who were given
over to a per verted life style. They sowed into li cen tious ness and reaped
into their own per sons the due pen alty of their er ror (Rm. 1:27). In other
words, they har vested de struc tion. And when they re al ized the dev as ta tion
they were reap ing, they cried out to God. And in wrath, He re mem bered
mercy and they were born into His king dom. Then when we laid hands and
prayed for their heal ing, some still died of AIDS. The rea son is be cause
God’s mercy does not nec es sar ily nul lify the consequences of our sowing. 

When I hard ened my heart, God turned me over to reap from my
choices (cf. Luke 15:11 - 13). As a re sult, I be gan to ex pe ri ence a mea sure
of de struc tion in my life. Para noia and fear be came re cur ring el e ments in
my thought life. 

My num ber one de sire was to be a suc cess ful rock mu si cian and gain 
riches and fame. At the same time, I was dat ing a girl. She no ticed some -
thing dif fer ent about my fam ily and be gan to ask me about it. I be gan to
share with her about God, heaven, hell, for give ness of sins, Cal vary, etc.
Her re sponse was, “Wow! I want to fol low Je sus”. I thought, “Wait a min -
ute, what have I done?” I said, “Well, no. First the band gets rich and fa -
mous and then I’ll fol low God on my terms”. Her at ti tude was, “Well, I
think I want to fol low God whether you do or not.” 
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As we sat there in my car (this was 1971), it be gan to dawn on me
that a cer tain pe riod of my life was com ing to an end. It oc curred to me that
my life was not go ing well; the vi sion I’d had for mu si cal suc cess was not
work ing. At the same time, as I grap pled with con vic tion of sin as well as
the still pres ent de sire to con tinue play ing in my rock group, I re al ized that
I was un able to come back to God! 

I knew what was needed. All I had to do was re pent and ask the Lord
to for give me of my sins. Right? But as much as I tried, I could not find my
way back to the Lord. Con sider the fol low ing scrip ture.

For it is im pos si ble for those who were once en light ened, and have
tasted the heav enly gift...if they fall away, to re new them again to
re pen tance... (Heb. 6:4 - 6)

The above verse in one trans la tion of the Bi ble reads (in cor rectly, I
be lieve) that it is im pos si ble for those who have fallen away to be brought
back to re pen tance. But if that state ment is true, then even God can not do
it. Thank fully, that is just not true. God can bring back to Him self those
who have wan dered. I am liv ing proof. The above verse was writ ten to
men. The writer was say ing, “Breth ren, there is no pos si ble way you can
bring back to God one who has strayed. It is hu manly im pos si ble to re new
peo ple to re pen tance. In fact, I could not even bring my self to re pen tance.
That is why it is so pre sump tu ous for peo ple to think they can live any way
they want, and then come back to God when ever they feel like it – as if sal -
va tion was in their own hands. 

The truth is, sal va tion is a gift from God. We should never pre sume
upon His mercy. Per son ally, I am so glad that in wrath, He re mem bered
mercy. 

I knew the fear of dy ing and of be ing on a path to ward hell. As I sat
in my car strug gling with my own con science and try ing to find the Lord’s
for give ness, sud denly the power of God came into the car and He en abled
me to re turn to Him. As one who had re belled once said,

Sal va tion is of the Lord. (Jo nah 2:9)

At that point, I led my girl friend to the Lord, and we “walked on air”
for weeks. It was so good to be back in re la tion ship with God and to have
His life man i fest in me. Just the fact that I knew I was not bound for hell
was very lib er at ing. 

—The Wis dom Of Say ing “Yes” To God—

I had be come a ves sel for dis honor. I had be come a tes ti mony of the
fool ish ness of say ing “no” to God. But in wrath, He re mem bered mercy.
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And as a re sult, I be came a tes ti mony (in some mea sure) of the wis dom of
say ing “yes” to God. 

Pha raoh be came a tes ti mony of the fool ish ness of say ing “no” to
God while Mo ses be came a con fir ma tion of the wis dom of say ing “yes” to
Him. But did Pha raoh wind up in hell when he died? We think we know the
an swer to this ques tion and there is a good chance that we are right. But we
re ally do not know. Here is why. 

When God parted the Red Sea and brought Is rael through, Egypt
fol lowed af ter them. Then in the morn ing watch – (a sev eral hour pe riod
from 2 a.m. till dawn), God sent con fu sion among the Egyp tians. Their
wheels started fall ing off their char i ots caus ing them to turn into one an -
other so that they could not go any where. They ex pe ri enced mass con fu -
sion for a pe riod of sev eral hours. Then they be gan to say among
themselves, 

Let us flee from the face of Is rael, for the Lord fights for them
against the Egyp tians. (Ex. 14:25)

At this point, some thing be gan to dawn upon them. God had said to
Mo ses that He would harden Pha raoh’s heart so that the Egyp tians would
know that He is the Lord (Ex. 14:4). Therein lies the mercy of God. 

We sim ply do not know how many Egyp tians shook their fists and
said “Ra is the true God!” as the wa ters of the Red Sea came crash ing down
upon them. We also do not know how many hum bled their hearts and said,
“The God of Is rael is the true God. Oh God, for give us for our ar ro gance
and pride and for how we have op posed You. Look what You’ve done to
our na tion and to our king. We hum ble our selves be fore You. Have
mercy!” – as the wa ters crashed down upon them. Would not God have had
mercy on these men? Re mem ber, God has far more mercy than we have ei -
ther un der stood or man i fested to others. 

Con sider the thief on the cross. He was raised in Is rael and prob a bly
had some un der stand ing of the Law and the Proph ets. It is quite likely that
he had heard about Je sus of Naz a reth and yet it seems he had con sis tently
re jected the wis dom of God. As a re sult, he be came a tes ti mony of the fool -
ish ness of say ing “no” to Him and thereby reaped de struc tion. Yet, while
he was hang ing on a cross, he turned to Je sus and said, “Re mem ber me
when you come into your King dom”. At this point, God showed mercy and 
promised him paradise. 

A man who was a tes ti mony to the fool ish ness of say ing “no” to
God, who had be come a ves sel for dis honor, yet gained heaven be cause of
God’s mercy. Is that not amaz ing? You can be ei ther a ves sel for honor or
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for dis honor. If you are born again and filled with the Holy Spirit, God has
called you to be a ves sel of honor, a tes ti mony of the wis dom of say ing
“yes” to God. 

—That He Might Make Known His Glory—

There fore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He
hard ens. You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For
who has re sisted His will?” But in deed, O man, who are you to re ply 
against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, “Why
have you made me like this?” Does not the pot ter have power over
the clay, from the same lump to make one ves sel for honor and an -
other for dis honor? What if God, want ing to show His wrath and to
make His power known, en dured with much long suf fer ing the ves -
sels of wrath pre pared for de struc tion? (Rm. 9:18 – 22)

God en dured the ves sels who were headed for de struc tion. When the 
Egyp tians op posed Him, He en dured them (it does n’t say He en joyed this
pro cess). Ul ti mately, He brought His wrath upon them and they reaped de -
struc tion. He put up with their re bel lion for one reason.

...that He might make known the riches of His glory on the ves sels of
mercy, which He had pre pared be fore hand for glory, even us whom
He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gen tiles. (Rm. 9:23,
24)

God en dures the ves sels of dis honor and of wrath that are pres ently
head ing to ward de struc tion, even in our own na tion, be cause He wants to
re veal the riches of His glory upon the ves sels of His mercy. While some
be liev ers con sis tently em pha size the wrath that is to come, I tell you that
glory is com ing upon God’s ves sels of mercy. 

In deed, there is wrath upon our land. How ever, our God is One who
in wrath, re mem bers mercy! Herein lies our hope.

Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is
risen upon you. For be hold, the dark ness shall cover the earth, and
deep dark ness the peo ple; but the Lord will arise over you, and His
glory will be seen upon you. The Gen tiles shall come to your light,
and kings to the bright ness of your ris ing. (Is. 60:1 – 3)

The bright ness of the ris ing of this dy namic glory of God will be
upon His ves sels of mercy. Some be liev ers who have proph e sied wrath
have not un der stood God’s mercy. As a re sult, while their words have car -
ried a mea sure of ac cu racy, they lacked in sight into the heart of God. 
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Jo nah was ac cu rate and in com plete. He was cor rect that Nineveh
was headed for de struc tion. But when God had mercy, Jo nah got an gry. He
sim ply did not com pre hend God’s heart for the lost.

—Con clu sion—

The glory of God is com ing to our land. We can not make it hap pen
or hurry it up. But we can align our selves with Him. We can con sis tently
yield to Him and pres ent our selves be fore Him. Then we can speak to oth -
ers as one who would wash their feet. 

Some are called into a greater min is try of in ter ces sion – they have
re ceived new in sight into the heart of the Chief In ter ces sor. If that is you,
don’t look down on oth ers who are not in ter ced ing as you are. But re ceive
what you have seen and be thank ful for His mercy. (Oth ers may be dis cov -
er ing more of His love for evan ge lism, pro phetic min is try, prac ti cal serv -
ing, etc.) May we ex pe ri ence more and more of His glory as He re veals to
us the in tent of His heart, both for us as well as for the world. 

God will fill the earth with His glory. The re sources of heaven are al -
ready be ing mar shaled to ward this awe some ob jec tive. He will make stra -
te gic choices among His peo ple just as when He chose Ja cob over Esau.
Re mem ber, mercy is at the root of His call and grace is the chan nel through
which His power will be re vealed to the na tions. How we re spond to Him
will in di cate whether we are wise or fool ish, prof it able or fruit less. Are you 
ready for what is com ing? One can not be neu tral; there is ei ther the fool ish -
ness of “no” or the wisdom of “yes”. Amen.

All Scrip ture quotes are from the NKJV
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